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REF: A) PARIS 10721 (NOTAL); B) STATE 79579 (NOTAL) 

1 . ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO INFORM HOST GOVERNMENTS OF 
PRESENT USG THINKING AS DETAILED BELOW ON STATUS OF OECD 
INTERFUTURES PROJECT. APPROPRIATE GOVERNMENT CONTACTS ARE: 
BONN - DR. KARL HEINZ RAABE, ECONOMICS MINISTRY; COPENHAGEN 
- DR. INGE THYGESEN. MOF; LONDON - C. R. ROSS, CABINET 
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OFFICE; OSLO PER SCHREINER, MOF; OTTAWA - FRANCOIS LACASSE, 
TREASURY BOARD; PARIS - C. STOFFAES, OR OTHER APPROPRIATE 
CONTACT AT PLAN; STOCKHOLM - ULF JAKOBSSON, MOF. FYI 
FOR EMBASSIES UNFAMILIAR WITH INTERFUTURES PROJECT, IT IS 
THREE YEAR RESEARCH PROJECT (SCHEDULED TO END IN DECEMBER) 
CHARGED WITH EXAMINING "THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF ADVANCED 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETIES IN HARMONY WITH THAT OF DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES". THE PROJECT'S RESEARCH IS SUPPOSED TO BE 
CLOSELY RELATED TO PRACTICAL CONCERNS OF GOVERNMENT POLICY 
IN EXAMINING TRENDS, OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS (PAR- 
TICULARLY AIMED AT THE NATURE AND IMPORTANCE OF STRUCTURAL 
CHANGES IN THE WORLD ECONOMY) UP TO THE END OF THE CENTURY, 
RELATING LONGER-TERM PERSPECTIVES TO MEDIUM- AND SHORT-TERM 
CONCERNS. END FYI. 

2. USG REP TO INTERFUTURES STEERING COMMITTEE (TREASURY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC POLICY DANIEL BRILL) HAS 
DISCUSSED WITH PROJECT DIRECTOR LESOURNE THE JAPANESE 
INTEREST IN HAVING PRESENTATION ON INTERFUTURES MADE AT 
OECD MINISTERIAL JUNE 14-15. US IS WILLING TO SUPPORT 
JAPANESE POSITION. WE WOULD IMAGINE THAT PRESENTATION 
WOULD TAKE THE FORM OF BRIEF ORAL REPORT, WHICH WOULD BE 
USEFUL FOR MINISTERS. US WOULD WANT THE STEERING COMMIT- 
TEE TO DISCUSS AND APPROVE THE TEXT OF ANY REPORT LESOURNE 
WOULD MAKE, GIVEN THE SERIOUS CONCERNS THAT WE AND OTHER 
GOVERNMENTS HAVE ABOUT THE DIRECTION AND PROGRESS OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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INTERFUTURES. WE ALSO THINK IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR 
MINISTERS ONLY TO NOTE PROGRESS REPORT STATEMENT AND NOT 
RPT NOT TO MAKE ANY RECOMMENDATIONS ON PROJECT. IT IS 
EVIDENT FROM OTHER WORK PROCEEDING OR BEING PLANNED IN 
OECD (E.G., UPDATING OF EPC MEDIUM-TERM GROWTH SCENARIO 
TO 1985;WORK ON STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT, ETC.) THAT THERE 
IS NOW GREATER INTEREST ON THE PART OF GOVERNMENTS FOR 
WORK ON LONGER-TERM OUTLOOK FOR THE INDUSTRIALIZED 
ECONOMIES AND GLOBAL ISSUES. THERE ARE OTHER ON-GOING 
MECHANISMS IN OECD TO CARRY ON WORK IN THIS AREA AFTER 
INTERFUTURES' MANDATE EXPIRES. 

3. USG IS THEREFORE ALSO WILLING TO SUPPORT POSTPONEMENT 
OF NEXT STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING FROM APRIL 26-27 TO 
MAY 25-26, SINCE IT WILL PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW 
STATEMENT FOR MINISTERIAL. 

4. IN VIEW OF STEERING COMMITTEE POSTPONEMENT LESOURNE 
SUGGESTS ALSO POSTPONING POSSIBLE SENIOR-OFFICIALS 
MEETING UNTIL LATE SEPTEMBER OR EARLY OCTOBER. THIS IS 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH USG POSITION AS STATED AT FEBRUARY 
STEERING COMMITTEE. WE WOULD NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT JUST AS 
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THERE ARE PREVIOUSLY HAD BEEN AGREED CUT-OFF DATE FOR 
DETERMINATION OF WHETHER OR NOT TO HOLD SENIOR-OFFICIALS 
MEETING IN LATE SPRING, USG WOULD WANT TO HAVE SIMILAR 
CUT-OFF POINT FOR POSSIBLE FALL MEETING, AT WHICH TIME 
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS WOULD DECIDE WHETHER INTER- 
FUTURES TEAM PREPARATIONS WERE ADEQUATE. 

5. BRILL PREVIOUSLY TOLD LESOURNE OF OUR STRONG INTEREST 
IN ARRANGING JOINT MEETING OF ADVISORY PANEL AND STEERING 
COMMITTEE, AND SUGGESTED THAT APRIL 20-21 ADVISORY PANEL 
MEETING BE MOVED SO AS TO PERMIT LATE MAY JOINT SESSION 
FOR HALF OR FULL DAY. (IDEA FOR MEETING ORIGINATED BY 
SWEDISH ADVISORY PANEL MEMBER PEHR GYLLENHAMMAR, PRESIDENT 
OF VOLVO, IN LETTER TO ALL STEERING COMMITTEE PARTICIPANTS). 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LESOURNE INFORMED U.S. THAT IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO CHANGE 

ADVISORY PANEL MEETING DATE, BUT THAT ALL INTERESTED 
ADVISORY PANEL MEMBERS WOULD BE INVITED TO JOINT SESSION 
PRIOR TO MAY 25-26 STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING. HOWEVER, 
SUBSEQUENT LETTER FROM LESOURNE TO STEERING COMMITTEE 
(REF A) OFFERS VERY DIFFERENT SUGGESTION, I.E., THAT 
ADVISORY PANEL CHAIRMAN RUFFOLO WOULD BE ONLY REPRESEN- 
TATIVE. EMBASSIES ARE REQUESTED TO INFORM GOVERNMENT 
CONTACTS THAT USG DOES NOT CONSIDER THIS ACCEPTABLE 
SUBSTITUTE AND DOES NOT UNDERSTAND UNWILLINGNESS OF 
LESOURNE TO HAVE CONTACT BETWEEN TWO GROUPS. INSTEAD, 

U.S. PROPOSES JOINT MEETING ON MAY 24 OR PART OF MAY 25 
ATTENDED BY AS MANY ADVISORY PANEL MEMBERS AS AVAILABLE. 
YOU SHOULD ALSO SUGGEST THAT HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
MAKE USG VIEWS KNOWN TO ADVISORY PANEL MEMBERS, WHERE 
APPROPRIATE, TO GET THEIR AGREEMENT. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS VIEWS ON 
POINTS RAISED ABOVE. 

7. FOR USOECD: REQUEST MISSION CONVEY SUBSTANCE OF USG 
POSITION TO LESOURNE, ELDIN AND ALEXANDER. 

8. FOR TOKYO: IN DISCUSSING THIS WITH MIYAZAKI, YOU 
SHOULD REITERATE OUR CONCERN OVER PROJECT'S PROGRESS AND, 

IN VIEW OF HIS POSITION AS STEERING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, 

WOULD APPRECIATE HIS SUPPORT FOR U.S. PROPOSAL TO HAVE 
JOINT MEETING OF STEERING COMMITTEE AND ADVISORY PANEL. 

9. FOR STOCKHOLM: WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO HAVE JAKOBSSON'S 
REACTIONS TO INTERFUTURES TEAM VISIT IN EARLY MARCH. IN 
ADDITON, REQUEST EMBASSY CONTACT GYLLENHAMMAR, INFORM HIM 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OF USG VIEWS AS DETAILED ABOVE AND TELL HIM THAT 
RESPONSE TO HIS LETTER TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY BRILL IS 
BEING SENT. 

VANCE 
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FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM SECSTATE WASHDC DATED APRIL 5, 1978 
SENT BONN, COPENHAGEN, LONDON, OSLO, OTTAWA, PARIS, 
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1 . ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO INFORM HOST GOVERNMENTS OF 
PRESENT USG THINKING AS DETAILED BELOW ON STATUS OF OECD 
INTERFUTURES PROJECT. APPROPRIATE GOVERNMENT CONTACTS ARE: 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


BONN - DR. KARL HEINZ RAABE, ECONOMICS MINISTRY; COPENHAGEN 
- DR. INGE THYGESEN. MOF; LONDON - C. R. ROSS, CABINET 
OFFICE; OSLO PER SCHREINER, MOF; OTTAWA - FRANCOIS LACASSE, 
TREASURY BOARD; PARIS - C. STOFFAES, OR OTHER APPROPRIATE 
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CONTACT AT PLAN; STOCKHOLM - ULF JAKOBSSON, MOF. FYI 
FOR EMBASSIES UNFAMILIAR WITH INTERFUTURES PROJECT, IT IS 
THREE YEAR RESEARCH PROJECT (SCHEDULED TO END IN DECEMBER) 
CHARGED WITH EXAMINING "THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF ADVANCED 
INDUSTRIAL SOCIETIES IN HARMONY WITH THAT OF DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES". THE PROJECT'S RESEARCH IS SUPPOSED TO BE 
CLOSELY RELATED TO PRACTICAL CONCERNS OF GOVERNMENT POLICY 
IN EXAMINING TRENDS, OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS (PAR- 
TICULARLY AIMED AT THE NATURE AND IMPORTANCE OF STRUCTURAL 
CHANGES IN THE WORLD ECONOMY) UP TO THE END OF THE CENTURY, 
RELATING LONGER-TERM PERSPECTIVES TO MEDIUM- AND SHORT-TERM 
CONCERNS. END FYI. 

2. USG REP TO INTERFUTURES STEERING COMMITTEE (TREASURY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC POLICY DANIEL BRILL) HAS 
DISCUSSED WITH PROJECT DIRECTOR LESOURNE THE JAPANESE 
INTEREST IN HAVING PRESENTATION ON INTERFUTURES MADE AT 
OECD MINISTERIAL JUNE 14-15. US IS WILLING TO SUPPORT 
JAPANESE POSITION. WE WOULD IMAGINE THAT PRESENTATION 
WOULD TAKE THE FORM OF BRIEF ORAL REPORT, WHICH WOULD BE 
USEFUL FOR MINISTERS. US WOULD WANT THE STEERING COMMIT- 
TEE TO DISCUSS AND APPROVE THE TEXT OF ANY REPORT LESOURNE 
WOULD MAKE, GIVEN THE SERIOUS CONCERNS THAT WE AND OTHER 
GOVERNMENTS HAVE ABOUT THE DIRECTION AND PROGRESS OF 
INTERFUTURES. WE ALSO THINK IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR 
MINISTERS ONLY TO NOTE PROGRESS REPORT STATEMENT AND NOT 
RPT NOT TO MAKE ANY RECOMMENDATIONS ON PROJECT. IT IS 
EVIDENT FROM OTHER WORK PROCEEDING OR BEING PLANNED IN 
OECD (E.G., UPDATING OF EPC MEDIUM-TERM GROWTH SCENARIO 
TO 1985;WORK ON STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT, ETC.) THAT THERE 

IS NOW GREATER INTEREST ON THE PART OF GOVERNMENTS FOR 
WORK ON LONGER-TERM OUTLOOK FOR THE INDUSTRIALIZED 
ECONOMIES AND GLOBAL ISSUES. THERE ARE OTHER ON-GOING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MECHANISMS IN OECD TO CARRY ON WORK IN THIS AREA AFTER 
INTERFUTURES' MANDATE EXPIRES. 

3. USG IS THEREFORE ALSO WILLING TO SUPPORT POSTPONEMENT 
OF NEXT STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING FROM APRIL 26-27 TO 
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MAY 25-26, SINCE IT WILL PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW 
STATEMENT FOR MINISTERIAL. 

4. IN VIEW OF STEERING COMMITTEE POSTPONEMENT LESOURNE 
SUGGESTS ALSO POSTPONING POSSIBLE SENIOR-OFFICIALS 
MEETING UNTIL LATE SEPTEMBER OR EARLY OCTOBER. THIS IS 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH USG POSITION AS STATED AT FEBRUARY 
STEERING COMMITTEE. WE WOULD NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT JUST AS 
THERE ARE PREVIOUSLY HAD BEEN AGREED CUT-OFF DATE FOR 
DETERMINATION OF WHETHER OR NOT TO HOLD SENIOR-OFFICIALS 
MEETING IN LATE SPRING, USG WOULD WANT TO HAVE SIMILAR 
CUT-OFF POINT FOR POSSIBLE FALL MEETING, AT WHICH TIME 
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS WOULD DECIDE WHETHER INTER- 
FUTURES TEAM PREPARATIONS WERE ADEQUATE. 

5. BRILL PREVIOUSLY TOLD LESOURNE OF OUR STRONG INTEREST 
IN ARRANGING JOINT MEETING OF ADVISORY PANEL AND STEERING 
COMMITTEE, AND SUGGESTED THAT APRIL 20-21 ADVISORY PANEL 
MEETING BE MOVED SO AS TO PERMIT LATE MAY JOINT SESSION 
FOR HALF OR FULL DAY. (IDEA FOR MEETING ORIGINATED BY 
SWEDISH ADVISORY PANEL MEMBER PEHR GYLLENHAMMAR, PRESIDENT 
OF VOLVO, IN LETTER TO ALL STEERING COMMITTEE PARTICIPANTS). 
LESOURNE INFORMED U.S. THAT IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO CHANGE 

ADVISORY PANEL MEETING DATE, BUT THAT ALL INTERESTED 
ADVISORY PANEL MEMBERS WOULD BE INVITED TO JOINT SESSION 
PRIOR TO MAY 25-26 STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING. HOWEVER, 
SUBSEQUENT LETTER FROM LESOURNE TO STEERING COMMITTEE 
(REF A) OFFERS VERY DIFFERENT SUGGESTION, I.E., THAT 
ADVISORY PANEL CHAIRMAN RUFFOLO WOULD BE ONLY REPRESEN- 
TATIVE. EMBASSIES ARE REQUESTED TO INFORM GOVERNMENT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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CONTACTS THAT USG DOES NOT CONSIDER THIS ACCEPTABLE 
SUBSTITUTE AND DOES NOT UNDERSTAND UNWILLINGNESS OF 
LESOURNE TO HAVE CONTACT BETWEEN TWO GROUPS. INSTEAD, 

U.S. PROPOSES JOINT MEETING ON MAY 24 OR PART OF MAY 25 
ATTENDEDBY AS MANY ADVISORY PANEL MEMBERS AS AVAILABLE. 

YOU SHOULD ALSO SUGGEST THAT HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
MAKE USG VIEWS KNOWN TO ADVISORY PANEL MEMBERS, WHERE 
APPROPRIATE, TO GET THEIR AGREEMENT. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS VIEWS ON 
POINTS RAISED ABOVE. 

7. FOR USOECD: REQUEST MISSION CONVEY SUBSTANCE OF USG 
POSITION TO LESOURNE, ELDIN AND ALEXANDER. 

8. FOR TOKYO: IN DISCUSSING THIS WITH MIYAZAKI, YOU 
SHOULD REITERATE OUR CONCERN OVER PROJECT'S PROGRESS AND, 
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IN VIEW OF HIS POSITION AS STEERING COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, 

WOULD APPRECIATE HIS SUPPORT FOR U.S. PROPOSAL TO HAVE 
JOINT MEETING OF STEERING COMMITTEE AND ADVISORY PANEL. 

9. FOR STOCKHOLM: WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO HAVE JAKOBSSON'S 
REACTIONS TO INTERFUTURES TEAM VISIT IN EARLY MARCH. IN 
ADDITON. REQUEST EMBASSY CONTACT GYLLENHAMMAR, INFORM HIM 
OF USG VIEWS AS DETAILED ABOVE AND TELL HIM THAT 
RESPONSE TO HIS LETTER TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY BRILL IS 
BEING SENT. 

VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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